Shock following generalized hypoxic-ischemic injury in previously healthy infants and children.
Eighteen previously healthy patients with hypoxic-ischemic shock were observed longitudinally by means of data measured or derived from systemic arterial and pulmonary artery catheters. Shock was characterized by low cardiac index, elevated right and left heart filling pressures, elevated systemic and pulmonary vascular resistances, decreased oxygen consumption, and elevated oxygen extraction indices. Oxygen consumption was significantly correlated with oxygen delivery (r = 0.74, P less than 0.0001). This pattern fits that of cardiogenic shock. Cardiopulmonary data were not significantly different in survivors (n = 10) and nonsurvivors (n = 8). Outcome was determined by neurologic injury.